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SUBJECT: FRENCH LABELLING LAW 
REF: (A) STATE 281586, (B) PARIS 30617 

1 . PURSUANT TO REFTEL A, DAUMAN AND COMATT MET WITH 
BRUGUIERE (GOF OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR DRAFTING 
IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS FOR LABELLING LAW). FOLLOW- 
ING POINTS EMERGED FROM DISCUSSION: 

A. APPLICATION OF LAW TO COMMERCIAL INVOICES, ETC. 
BRUGUIERE STATED LAW WOULD NOT RPT NOT APPLY TO SUCH 
DOCUMENTS; NORMAL COMMERCIAL PRACTICES BETWEEN SELLERS 
AND IMPORTERS/AGENTS/DISTRIBUTORS WOULD CONTINUE. 

HE REITERATED POINT THAT LAW WAS AIMED AT PROTECTING 
CONSUMER AT POINT OF SALE FROM "FRAUD" RESULTING FROM 
USE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE WHICH MIGHT "DECEIVE" 

CUSTOMER. 

B. EFFECTIVE DATE OF LAW AND IMPLEMENTATION. LAW 
WILL BE IMPLEMENTED BEGINNING OF APRIL 1977, WITH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 34697 231556Z 

JANUARY-MARCH BEING CONSIDERED AS GRACE PERIOD. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

REGARDING DEROGATIONS, BRUGUIERE SAID THAT NO FORMAL 
DEROGATION SYSTEM WOULD BE ESTABLISHED; "INFORMAL'’ 

DEROGATIONS (ACCORDED BY NON-ENFORCEMENT OF LAW) WOULD 
OCCUR ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS, E.G. FOR ITEMS ALREADY 
IN STOCK. 

C. U.S. INDUSTRY VIEWS. WE INFORMED BRUGUIERE OF 
USDOC ACTION TO ALERT U.S. EXPORTERS AND TO SOLICIT 
THEIR VIEWS. HE SAID THAT RECEIPT OF U.S. INDUSTRY/ 

USG VIEWS BY JANUARY 10 WOULD BE WITHIN SUFFICIENT 
TIME FOR CONSIDERATION BEFORE ISSUANCE DATE OF 
IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS. 

2. BRUGUIERE HAS BEEN FORTHCOMING AND WE EXPECT HE 
WILL TAKE OUR VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT TO EXTENT POSSIBLE. 

WE URGE THAT JANUARY 10 DATE NOT SLIP AND THAT 
PRESENTATION BE SUCCINCT WITH NON-STARTER COMMENTS 
AND ALREADY ANSWERED QUESTIONS OMITTED. 
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